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Funeral Sermon, 


ON 


2 SAM. UM. 33, 34 


33. And the King lamented over Abner, 
and ſaid, Died Abner as a fool dieth © 


34. Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet 
put into fetters : as a man falleth before 


wicked men, ſo felleſt thou. And all the 


people wept again over him--. 


FF I could at anytime allow my 

YI ſelf to tranſgreſs the rules of 

SM! this place, to Preach without a 
Text, it ſhould benow, having 

L274) this ſubject before me. Here's a 

fubje& that makes it's own Sermon andits own 

Prayer. The Blood of Abel Jos. faith the A- #-x14- 

poſtle. This Innocent Blood ſpeaks and crics 

B in 
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Pt. vi, 19, 


in the Ears of God, (the All-knowing God that 
hears matter without words ,) it ſpeaks and 
cries aloud to him for Vengeance : How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, doſt tho not judge and a- 
venge © | 

It ſpeaks to you, to your eyes, and to your 
hearts, many fad and aſtoniſhing things. I 
judge of others by my ſelf, I do not hcar, but 
I feel what this ſpeaks to me : It ſpeaks in ſuch 
Language as this, 

Oh my Friends! I ſpent. my lite in ſerving 
you. Ir was my bulineſs to do Juſtice and 
ſhew Mercy. See what I had for ir, Ininared 
and Butcher'd by wicked: Men againſt Juſtice 
and without Mercy. How many things did ] 
endure e're they brought me to this > How ma- 
ny Lies were you told the mean while, to hide 
it from you 2 How many deaths have I ſuffer- 
ed before Death came to relieve me 2 And if 
that would have fatished them, if they would 
bnt haye Buried me, you ſhould have heard 
none of all this. But their Malice went far. 
ther; My poor mangled macerated Body 
muſt be thrown out to Birds and Beaſts, and 
my Name to the obloquy of worſe men. Then 
itwas time for me to ſpeak for my ſelf, and 
God. brought a number of you to hear me: 

ONE 17 ; then. 


- a 
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then I aid, ſee, ſee, O my Friends, how they 

haveuſed me ! Behold the Spectacle they have 

given you. 

[lawit among therelt : Ic waz a moſt diſmal 
ſight,ſuch as that which we read of. It was ſo,that 
all that ſaw it, ſaid, There was no ſuch deed done nor 

ſeen from the time that we firſt came to be a Nation, 
till this day. 

_ _ "Tis poſlibleI might find ſomething like ir a- 
mong other Nations; but I ſhall confine my 
ſelt ro what we find among the people of God, 
And of all that God delivers to us in Scripture, 
among them, I think there 1s no example like 
that of the Murther of Abner, which occaſioned 
thoſe words which I have choſen for my Text. 
And becauſe I do not intend to dwell upon 
that, I ſhall ſhew you (bur briefly) theſe three 
particulars 1n 1r, 

Firſt, the Perſon ; ſecondly, his Sufferings ; 
and thirdly, the Conſequences of it. 
Firſt, the Perſon ; that was Abner, an emi- 
| ment man, both in dignity, andalſo in uſectul- 
nels among his people. 

Secondly, His Sufferings ; a bloody violent 
death. And herein I haye three things to con- 
ſider, © ©  Þ 

Firſt, the kind of Fact : He died, he fell by 
Fa | wicked 


Tadge RIK, 50s 


—— 
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wicked men: He was Murthered by Joab and 
Abiſhat. : OE 

Secondly, the manner of it, Perfidiouſ] 
and cruelly, with ſhew of the greateſt Friend- 
ſhip they inhumanly killed him. - 

Thirdly, the Authors of it; Such as can pre. 
tend Friendſhip to deftroy ; ſuch no doubt are 
wicked men, the molt dangerous ſort of wick- 
ed men.. By ſuch a Wiſe man may be caught, | 
and die like a Fool ;, a mighty man may. be de- 
prived of the uſe of his hands; a wary man 
may be deprived of the uſe: of his feet : There 
is no fighting with ſuch, nor no running away 
from Pb an Enemy. 

This David expreſt in his Lamentation, 
which moved the People to theirs, and that 
was the conſequence of it, which comes laſt 
to be conſidered. 

Lſhall repeat. you my Text, that you may 
ſce how all thele parts lie together. 

The King Lamented over ABNER, and aid, 
Died Abner as a Fool dieth * Could. he make no 
ſhift for himſelf? Why couldſt thou nor fight 2 
Thy hands were not bound. nor thy feet put m Fetters, 
why couldſt thou notrun away ? The reaſon is 
plain, thou couldft do nothing to helpthy ſelf. 
Thou wert caughtin a.trap. 5.4 man falleth.be- 

ore. 
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fore wicked men, ſo felleſt thog. This the King 
having ſaid, all the People, who wept before, 
now wept again Over Abner. 


For the Perſon here ſpoken of ; He was a (a) (4) i $am.xiv. 


Prince of the Blood , (b) Couſin German to 
King Saul, and General of his Armies all his 


Reign. He was an excellent perſon (as (c) (6) 7s. 4. 
Foſephus deſcribes him)for Counſel,8 Courage, 7: 


and Diligence, & Experience in affairs. There 
is ground to believe this from Scripture, which 
makes him after Sau/'s. Death, to have been the 
only ſupport of his Son and Succeſlor Tſhbojheth. 
*Tis ſaid 2 Sam.2.8;9. That Abner took I{hbo- 
ſheth, and made him King over all Iſrael. He 
might, in all probability , conſidering the 0- 
thers weakneſs, as eaſily have made himſelf 
King if he pleaſed. Buthe was true to his Rela. 
tion and his Truſt, In this Chapter, at the 
ſixth verſe, He ſet himſelf with all his might for 
the Houſe of Saul. 

Amidſt his cares and concerns forthe State, 
he was not forgetful of the-Church, as appears 
by his Dedications, 1 Chron. xxvi. 28. 

I ind nothing that can any way blemiſh his 
Memory, unleſs it.was ſomething contained. 
ia this Chapter ; where it is ſaid, that he was. 
charged by Iſhboſheth , with diſhonouring = 

| ad 
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Toſeph, I. 
2 $44, 11]. 0, 


I Os 


2 SM 1. 17 


Pioſer;, 1:, 
Is. 


Bed of his late Maſter, ver. 7, He asketh him, 
ſ;/verefore baſt thou gone in unto my Fathers Concu- 
bines * Foſephus believeth the information was 
not true ; and it leems not ſo. likely of one of 
his age, being then above {1xty years old when 
the King charged him with it. 

The more caule he had to lay this to heart. 
ir made that great man think his Service 
mitplaced , and that God was not pleaſed with 
whar he did for Sauls Family, in oppoſition to 
David, who had a better title to the Crown. 
He knew that the Government was not 'yet 
made Hereditary , but that it was conferred 
immediately by God, who had decreed that 
he would cake away Saul and ſetup David in 
his ſtead. And reflecting upon this, Abner 
{wore he would now make amends for his Er- 
ror, he would bring over the Kingdom to 
David. ” 

This 1/boſheth heard; and durſt not gain-ſay, 
nay, it ſeems he conſented to it, by what fol- 
loweth : For when Abner ſent to David for 
Terms, and he required this preliminary point, 
that his Wite Michal ſhould be ſent home to 
him ; we read that Tſboſheth uſed his Authority 
in the matter : He ſent for his Siſter Michal, 
and delivered her to Abner, to take her with 

FE | him 
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him when he went to perfe&t his agreement 
with David. | 

| This being ſuppoſed, that he had IÞboſheths 
conſent, I do not {ce what can be blamed in 
the conduct of Abner ; I lee much to be com- 
mended in him, eſpecially. conſidering the 
greatnels of his Birth, and how near he was to 
the Crown, and in what probability he ſtood 
for it, that notwithſtanding all theſe remprari. 
ons, he {till adhered to jult and right, he kept 
his Loyalty to his Prince, he did all poſlible 
Service to his Country. 

He was about the greateſt work, to ſecure 
both the peace and the Religion of God's 
people, in uniting them under the govern- 
ment of David, when unexpectedly he was 
| taken off by Death, which 1s the ſecond thing 
I am to conſider. 

His Death was Untmnelv, and Bloody, and . 
Treacherous. 

Firſt, Untimely ; for he was then in the 
midſt of his Buſineſs. He had been at Hebron . $:m.ji. 20, 
with David. He had made his terms with ** 
him; ſuch as would have united all 1/rae/ 
without a ſtroke , ſach as would have ſaved 
Thboſheth's lite, as appears by what follows, 
2 Sam. i% 1. ( which confirms me in whar I 


ſaid 
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Joſeph. 1h, 


2 $08. 3. 27» 


Foſepb. Tb, 


ſaid, that he had his conſent along with him, 
For there it is ſaid ) When Saul's Son heard 
that Abner was dead, bis hands were feeble, 
and all the Iſraelites were troubled. Then , 
and not before, the reins of Government fell 
out of his hands. He could hold them no 
longer, when his friend Abner was dead, both his 
and all 1/rael's hopes , depended upon Abner's 
ſafe return. 

And he was lo far towards it. He was then 
upon the way, when he was fetched back to 
Hebron by a Meſlenger. in David's name, So 
Joſephus underſtands thoſe words in the 26h 
verſe , But David knew not of it, It was in 
David's name, but he knew it not. 

And when Abner was come back, even at 
the Gate of the Royal City, he was met and 
received by ſome friends whom he did not 
ſuſpe&t. They had him apart from his com- 
pany , they brought him into a lone place, 
ws 6» wpppire faith Joſephus, to tell him ſome- 
thing which the King had forgot. And there 
he ſoon had his Meſlage; it was a Stab, that 

ut an end to his life. 

The Authors of this fa&t were as ſoon known 
as the fact it ſelf. They were Joab and 4- 
biſhai, the Sons of Zerviah , men that had a 


pretence 
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pretence ta do this, in revenge of their Bro- 2 $-nii. 27, 
cher whom Abner had ſlain ſome years fince * 
' in defence of his own life. Revenge was an 
11] reaſon ; bur the Scripture mentions thar, 
as the only one they had to give. The true 
reaſon was ( ſaith che Jewiſh Hiſtorian, who _ 
is herein followed by moſt Chriſtians, ) be- 
cauſe they feared that among Abner's Terms, 
this was one, to keep his place, to be Gene- 
ral of the Armies of Jſrael. That interfered 
with the Ambition of theſe men, who were 
reſolved to have all the power to themlelyes, 
to admit of no ſharer. They would ſcarce 
cake in the King himfelf; Even He complain- 
ed, they were too hard for him, in the-laſt 
verſe of this Chapter. 1 am weak this day, 
though-enointed King , and theſe men the Sons of 
Zerviah are too hard for me. It appeared they 
were fo, by this, that he durit nor call them 
to account for it. 

Bur he did all chat he could. He diſclaim- 
; ed, he deteſted the wicked fact, He curſt the & $2, iii. as, 
Authors of it moſt bitterly. He expoſed them © 
to the people, requiring them all &o mourn 
for Abner , and to ſhew all poſſible ſigns of 
it, by renting their clothes; and putting on 
Sackcloth, which the people did moſt wil- 

C lingly 
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lingly, and Joab durſt not but do it among 
the reſt. In this meurnful array they attend- 
ed him to his grave. The King followed 
him weeping , and all the people wept with him, 
ſaich the Text. | 

When they had buried him, the King pro- 
nounced. the emmy Spier, , the funeral 
Song, for ſo the word n»1Þ ignites, which 
being in oab's and Abiſhai's preſence, it was 
a freſh mortification. to them , as well as a 
juit honour: to Abner. The King lamented over 
4£BNER,, ſayins, &c. 

L intended- all chis. but to. ſhew you: 
Mn Scripture a Record which God hath. gi- 
ven us of his peoples behaviour in. ſuch a 
cale as we have. before us. Such as that in 
divers reſpects, though very different in many 
other.. And yet whereinſoever they differ, if 
their caſe. exceed our's in ſome reſpects, it is 
exceeded by our's in ſo- many more, as may 
ſufficiently juſtifie us, and oblige us to. the 
like Lamentation.. _ 

Only bating this one: Circumſtance, 46. 
aer's high birth. and quality , being a. Prince 
of the blood, and ſo. nearly allied to: King 
David ; (which, together with forme other 
qublic confiderations, might well oblige Da- 

vid. 
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Þ»;4 himſelf to be preſent at his Funeral. This 
we have no Tealon to expect of our «King, 
who hath done in other reſpe&ts more than 
David could or durſt do for Abner. - But wa- 
ving this, ) we have all other Conſiderati- 
ons, ſome greater than What God's people 
had in my Text, to weep and weep again, 

| In our private and in our public Lamenta- 
tions. ; 

Firſt, the Perſon, and his Perſonal Accom- 
pliſhments, were ſuch, as, though I would not 
compare them with Abners, yet I would not 
leffen him by declining the Compariſon. 
They were very conſiderable in his rank. 
He was a great bleſſing to this place, and 
will be ſo underſtood, as all God's Bleflings 
are, by the loſs of them. | 


But ſecondly, for the Kind of our loſs, for 
the things that he indured, for the manner 
in which he was brought to it, for the 
Treachery and Barbarity of it; Theſe things 
are : {o far above all that were in: Abner's 
cale, that we cannot admit them into the 
compariſon. | : 
_ Thirdly, For the Authors of Abner's Mur. 
ther , they were: known, by this, and one 
more, that of Amaſai whem they killed in 
| Ca like 
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like manner. But for our's, they are un- 
knowg. We are yet to inquire for them , 
and we have reaſon to fear we may find them 
too Jate, and yet too ſoon. | 

Laſtly, For the Conlequences, I fhall ſhew 
you how the King hath lamented. it, and how, 

| beſides all thatwe have done, we are yet to do. 
it ſo.as to make the beſt of our loſs; To ſow in 
Tears that we may reap in Joy. Thatis the 
End and Benefit of our Lamentatjon.. 

Firſt of the Perſon, I muſt crave leave to- 
fay ſo much as may juſtifie the public ſorrow 
pon the account of an Extraordinary loſs. 
And being my felt particularly concerned in it, 
I. may be allowed to ſpeak with the more free- 
dom. *Tis all the way I have to.ſhew my Gra- 
titude for the many good offices that I among, 
many others. received from him, while he was 
living. And what Iamto ſay, I have ſo well 
can{idered, that. I do. not fear to be {uſpected 
of Flattery by any that knew him ſo. well as 
not of yau did in this place. 

As to thoſe things which belong to a private 
Chriſtian, ought to know him better than moſt 
ethers ; and I did know that by him which gives 

me abundant comfort in: his Death.I knew him. 
w.be a Juſt and Charitable man, a Devout, a 
| | Zealous: 


—— 
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Zealous and Conſcientious Chriſtian. - His Re- 
ligion was moxe for uſe than for ſhew. And yet 
he was conſtant in all the as of Gods Worſhip. 
He loved the Communion of the Church, as 
well out of Judgment as Aﬀection. And though 
the compaſſion that he had for all men that did. 
amils, extended it ſelf to allmanner of-Diſſen- 
ters; and among them he hada kindneſs for the. 
Perſons of many Roman-( atholicks ;. Yet. he-al- 
ways declared a particular Hatred and Deteſta-- 
tion of Popery. I ay this on prope to be re- 
membred, ( becauſe ſome wauld have him a 
Papiſt, or inclined that way.,); I never pleaſed. 
him. with any duty I performed, art leaſt he 
never thanked me for any, ſo much, ' as he did 
for thoſe Sermons. which I preachr here againſt 
Popery. | 

- But theſe things are leſs conſiderable in our 
loſs, we are more concerned for what he was in: 


his Publick capacity. And for that he ſeem'd 


made and fitted up with more than ordinary: 


caxe : God ſeemed to have ſingled him forth, 
and deſigned-him to, be the Uſeful man that. he. 
was in this place. _ 

He was compoſed. for it, both-by. Nature,, 
and Education,& Choice,8& Study, & Practice : 
E know not whar could be added co make him- 


fitter than he.was. | He: 


—u_ 
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He was (as it were) Born to be a Juſtice of 
Peace ; - his Grand-father , his Father, his 
elder Brother were fo before him. The two laſt 
were alſo Members of Parliament. His great 
Grand-father was a Captain, which was con- 
ſiderable in thoſe days. b 

His Education was ſutable to \.is Birth ; be- 
ing brought up at Weſtmmſter Scuoot, from 
whence he was ſent to the Univerſity, thence 
to Travel in- forein- parts; then he came te/ 
live in the-Tans of Court, where wanting health, 
he retired for a time into the Countrey : And 
now-all our hopes'of him- might ſeem-to haye 
been defeated 'atonce. But that God, who-by. 
his- Providence, defigtied him for this place, 
brought him back with an intimate Friend and 

Relation , who having ſuffered much for the. 
late King, whoſe Servanthe was, turned what 
he had left into Money, and-to- make the moft 
of that, employed it in a Wood-yard in this 
| Our Friend could have no-greatEftate, be-. 
ing. the-tench Son. ef his Father, whe had four 
Sons younger than he was : and his Father was. 
a. younger Son of his- Grand-father : So thac 
though his-Father hada plentiful Eſtate, and- 
his Grandfather one of the faireit in his Coun- 
4 F ©": Type 
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' ery, yetbur a {mall portion of theſe could fall Þ 
to his ſhare. | Pp 
But what he had, he laid it out as Partner 
with his Friend, and fſo- improved it, till he 
had wherewith to live like himſelf. And then, 
he that was never bred to. a "Trade, needed nor: 
be perſwaded to eaſe himſelf of it. He found 0. 
ther buſineſs more _ ro-his Soul > Which 
having praftiſed ar farſt, with his other ems 
ploiment , afterwards he withdrew from all 
other buſineſs to. this. He dedicated himfelt- 
wholly to it, made: his Country his Family, 
this Pariſh his Wife and - Children ; attended 
wholly to; their: good ; -ro-keep up Law, and 
Juſtice, and Safery, and Liberty ;to fave others 
from: violence and wrong, to reduce them from: 
diforder andiidlenels. ' (©. 7 
"He was perhaps the: Man of onr- Ape, that: 
did the moſt good in that Station : I'ſhould: 
not doubt of. it, having ſo great an- Author. 
He that onght to know. beſt, hath often faid,. 
Sir Edinind Godfrey he took to be the beſt Juftice 
R of Peace m this Kingdom. hh 5 
He kftiew what he had. reafon to: expect: 
would come of this, the emulation even: of 
good Men, for they are but men.. And hethew.. 
ed his own infirmity in this, that ſometimes he. 
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was troubled at it. Bu for others, he deſpiſed 
whatſoever they thought or ſaid. He knew be- 
fore hand.the price of doing his duty, how ma- 
ny ill men he muſt diſpleaſe, what Scofts and 
Cenſures he muſt indure, what hazards he muſt 
run. And this was all he expected for his la- 
bour. © | | 
 Hethought it worth the while, to ſuffer this 
for God's Glory and the Public Good. *Tis vul- 
gar Virtue that puts men only upon ſafe good 
things. *Tis Virtue in its Perfc&tion, when one 
dares do well, and ſuffer for it.. And of this 
degree, he ſhewed ſome as great proots, as 
perhaps have been given in our days. bh 
In the Plague-rime, who would have.done 
- ashedid? not only to ſtay here, but to expoſe 
himſelf upon every Occaſion. It was much 
to indure the very Air, that, belides its own 
Putrefaction, was filled with the ſteams of 
{o many thouſands of dying-breaths. Ir was 
fearful to ſee and hear the mournful Objects 
.and Cries that went hourly every-where about 
theſtreet. It was a deſperate thing to Fleſh and 
- Blood, to converſe with them, and to be in the 
midft of them. God knows, when I am cal- 
ledtothis, how I ſhall perform it ; Buthe did, 
what-I have even trembled to hear ; He fed ſo 
ephoddel| hoty ren TEE Len Ph ow 
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many poor with his own hands, diſtributed as 


well Phylic as food, expoling himſelf to be pul. 
led and haled by them ſometimes. And thar 
which exceeds all the reſt, where the Officers 


durſt not, he went himſelt into the Peſthouſe co 


ſeize on a Maletactor. t 
Theſe are inſtances of fo high a Courage,ſo un- 
daunted a Zeal to Public Good, that if we ſhould 
| havethe vke occaſion again, (which God forbid) 
we could ſcarce hope to find the like Inſtances. 
He could not ſhew the like himſelf ac other times. 
And therefore I ſhall the more eaſily pals over 
thoſe things which in themſelves were very con- 
ſiderable, thoſe Watchings , and Hazards, and 
Toils, which would have been great matters to 
others ; Burt they were leſs to him, becauſe he had 
inured himſelf ro them. "They were by long and 
conſtant practice become ſo natural ro him, that 
he ſeemed to have left himſelf, no ſenſe of any 
Labour,no Wearinels of watching, no Apprehen- 
ſion of Danger, in any thing by which he might 
do ſervice to God, the King, and his Countrey. 


There are but few ſuch men living, the greater 


is our loſs by his Death. 
A great lols, if he had died a Natural Death. 


Then we ſhould have ſubmitted to the will ofGod. 


And fo we muſt now. But we could eaſier hay 
done it, if he had lived out his time, and done all 


the good wecould have hoped from him. It he 
D | had 
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hadlived the Age of a man,as hisGrandfather did; 


Fat. xc. 1, Or as his Father, tothat which Moſes calls Labour 


and Sorrow ; or as his Mother, who is: eighty {tx 
years old,and yet living. How much good might 
one do ſo qualified as he was, ſo diſpoſed, fo re- 
ſolved, fo verſt in Buſineſs 2 How much more 
good might he haye done, it he had lived to thoſe 
Years ? Bur to be taken off at {ix and fifty, as he 
was, when he might have lived much longer, to. 
go on doing ſtill as he did ; the thought of this 
hath much uneaſineſs in ir. 

Bur then farther, to think how he was taken a- 
way; by a violent Death; He was Murthered; The 
very mention of this ſtrikes horror into one that 
contidersir. Human Nature abhors it. Much more, 
Grace in Chriſtians ; whom God hath ſtrictly for- 
bidden it, by all the Laws that are given to Chri- 
wan.” | |: = 

\ Bur then, to murther a Megiſtrate, that ſhould 
be the Keeper of thoſe Laws, This is ſo much 
beyond Common Horror, I know not how to ex- 
preſs ir. If it were an Aſfault, if it were a falſe Im- 
priſonment, much more if the Murther, of any 0- 
ther perſon, the Magiltrate is he that ſhouldpuniſh 
it. But that he ſhould be murthered himſelf! To 
murther Fm,it cannot be without the higheſt At- 
front, to Authoricy,and:Laws, to che King, to the 
whole Nation, to God himſelf. Alas! that ſuck 
wickedneſs ſhould be done in out Nation, in this 
Pr In this Place, But 
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But eſpecially upon ſuch a Magiſtrate,that was 
the bleſling of this place. They could not hurc 
him, but they mult hurt us all, for whom he 
lived, and cared, more than for himſelf, for 
whom he alfo died, as we have too much reaſon 
to believe. Ceniidering this, it concerns us all 
to know how he died. | 

There are ways, that a Wiſe man may die 
like a Fool, that he can neither fight nor run a- 
way (as my Textſhews us). Thus died Abner, 
and thus died our Friend, and this heightens our 
horror above meaſure. Had he died by ſudden 
#hance, or by open Malicious deſtgn, it had hap- 
pened to him as it hath done to many others : 
Bur perhaps never any was Murthered as he was, 
{o treacherouſly and baſely, and with ſuch bloody 
and barbarous Cruelty. 

For the Treacherouſneſs of it, if Abner were 
catcht fo, it is no wonder. *Tis no hard thin 
for any one that hath made himlelf baſe enongh; 
that will violate his Faith, and break the bonds 
of human fociety;to call another aſide,and ſecret- 
ly to cut his 'Throat. The pretence of common 
Friendſhip is enough to enable any one that is 
wicked enough, to do this. 

But in our caſe, there was noneed of ſo much 
as that pretence or colour of Friend{hip. Any 
| Stranger might do it to a perſon of 4ocaſte ac- 

ceſs; one that never denied himſelf to any one 
| o 2: that 


A Funeral Sermon. 


that had need of him ; one that neither feared 
force, nor affeted ſhew ; and therefore never 
rook lo much as a Servant along with him. He 
was at every ones call, to do that which was his 
daily buſineſs , to'make Peace, to do Juſtice, to 
do any good to any Perſon. Was it not a worthy 
Prize to get ſuch a one into their hands 2 Oh 
Cowatds! that could go ſuch a low mean way 
to take him. Oh Monſters ! that having taken 
him, could find in thejr hearts to do him hurr. 

Well, he is now in their hands, as he thinks, 
to do them Service in his place. What bulinels 
have they forhim 2 What they ſaid, we are nor 
able ro gueſs: Bur what they did, appeared by 
wotul tokens in this poor body. : 

God knows where they kept him. We know 
only it was uader reſtraint , and 'twas not alto. 
gether in darkneſs, by the Wax-candle-drops up- 
on his Cloaths , and therefore it was not altoge- 


ther Hell upon Earth; though it was like it in 


his uſage, that Helliſh uſage that he indured: 

Ah poor Soul ! How many comfortleſs hours 
did he reckon in that mercileſs Trap where they 
kept him? How many inſulting words, how 
many reproaches did he hear ? What Racks, what 
Bodily tortures might he probably ſuffer > And 
what Cordial, what Retection to ſupport him 
under all this * We know nothing but what ap- 
peared in his Body ; his ſunk Belly, his empry 

| Sto 
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Stomach, his blancht Tongue, were all witneſſes 
of his Chear. My Tears are my Meat day and night, 
while I call upon my God. * A445, 

Yet we cannot ſay they ſtarved him.God knows 
what they would have done, had they had time ; 
bur in all ikelihood, it was the fear of Search that 
haſtned his Death. 

And the {ame death it was, that they deſerved 
ten thouſand times over. They can ſuffer no worſe 
(it they are taken) than this, to be Strangled, and 
then theLaw hath done with them. Brit when the 
had Strangled him, they had not done with him 
{o,he muſt becaſt forth to the Birds & Beaſts:and 
that with the formality of a Sword thruſt through 
his body, that if men came to find him , - the 


might judge that he had: killed himſelt'; Whe- 


. ther.it were to fave themſelves from Suſpicion, or 
whether out of- malice to him, or whether both 


thele together, God knows. 

Sure enough, it was the worſt they could do'to 
him : It was that which being believed, would 
ruin all that they had left. All that they could not 
reach, the Law would, ifhe had Murthered him- 
felf. It muſt have, ruined his Name, it had for- 
feired his Eſtate, it had brought a blor upon his 
Family. Nothing could be done. more to ſhew 
their Malice, if that were their meaning. 

It they rather ſought to hide their own Guilt, 
#5 was ſurely an Infatuation from God: ' He rook 
away 


. 
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to ſhew you how poſlibly You may diſcover them. 


away their underſtandings, that they could not 


conſider thoſe things whichevery Child could not 


but obſerve. Whar,would none.miſs hisBand, or 
take notice of his clean Shoes ? Would none look 
for the effuſion of] Blood, or take notice of that. 
which hindred it, that ſo manifeſt Coagulation 2 
Twenty things more that have been conſidered 


- elſewhere,and arenot to be repeated in this place. 


It was ſurely an Infatuation trom God. Who ha- 
ving ſuffered them to run on in their fin to the ut. 
molt? ro make that ſcarlet fin of Murther, even 
bluſh ac it ſelf (if it were poſlible);having ſuffered 
the Devil to teach them every thing elle that he 
could think of, ro conſummate the Ruin of this 
good man;yet was pleaſed ſo to take away: their 
underſtandings, that they could not ſee ſo many 
evident ings as would be made to all the world, - 
of his Innocence,and of their horrible wickednefs. 

But now I ſpeak of Diſcovery, me-thinks I ſee 
you all ſtirred up, as it were, expecting that I 
{ſhould name you the Perſons that did this bloody 
Fact. I would I could, for tundry reaſons. Bur 1 
cannot pretend to that, I can only lay with Da- 
vid, they were Wicked men. Hg was the common 


| Enemy of all ſuch, and it pleaſed God to let him 


fall into their hands, He fell by the hands of Fick- 
ed men, that is certain. | | 
But if you would know more, will endeavour 


Perhaps 
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' Perhaps ſome that are wiſer, would be afraid to go 
ſo far. Butwhy ſo? I ſpeak for him that feared no- 
thing, but to loſe an Opportunity of doing good. 
And in hopes to do good by it, I will be fo far like 
him , I will not fear to gg on with what I offered, as 
to the diſcovery. PD | 
There are three things to be chiefly conſidered in 
this matter. Firft, Mens Actions : Secondly, Their 
Intereſts : and Thirdly, their Principles. We ſhall 
conſider each of theſe; _ Eo 
Firſt, their Actions and Pradctixes. Since we know 

not who they are that were the Authors of this Wick- 
ednels, at keaſt can we find who they are that are 
not willing we ſhould know it'? Fhey that have 
practiſed, and intrigued to-this purpoſe, to-endea-. 
vour to hinder the Search, or the Diſcovery ; it they 
knew what they did, we have reaſon to judge they 
were concerned, for themſelves, or for their Friends. 

You cannot But: remember the duſt that was raiſed 
in the week when the Search ſhould have been made; 
thoſe Calumnies, & thoſe various reports that went 
about;as it were,on purpoſe to hinder the diſcovery. 
One while he had withdrawn himfſelt for Debt, Ano- 
ther while he was Married,& that not very decently; 
Another while he was run away with a Harlot; 
even what the Father of Lies put into their heads. 

At laſt, when they knew whatthey intended to do 
with him ; they prepared you to expect it, by grviny 
out that he had kildhimfelf. You know how impati-* 
Ent 


* 
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ent they wereto have this beliey'd.I was told it fome 
| hours before the diſcovery, that he was found with 
his own Sword through his Body. Others could tell 
chat he had rwo wounds about him. Theſe thipgs 
were found to be True ſome hours after. 

But then they deviſed ſundry Untruths to colour ir. 

Ic was ſuggeſted that it might be done.in Diſtracti- 
on, which(they ſaid) wasan Hereditary Diſeaſe in 
his Family ,thas his Father and his Grand-father had ir 
before him ; that this Diſeaſe being ſtirred up by 
ſome miſ-apprehenjions, wrought that diretul effect 
upon him, ro make him kill himſelf. | 

Theſe things (from whatſoever Author,they came) 
being confidently ſaid, were as eahily believed by 
them that knew nothing to the contrary. I confels 1 
knew not what to think my felt, till I ſaw the con- 
trary with my eyes. When 1 ſaw he*was ſtrangled 
as well as thruſt chrough; I ſoon conſidered, that no 
man could kill himſelt both thoſe ways. 

And then for the Scandal that was raiſed of his Fas 
mily, I found upon inquiry;;that all the colour they 
had to ſay it,was only this: that his Father was ſome- 
tine afflicted with Melancholy, almoſt to Diſtracti- 
on ; but it was beforc he was fatty years old ; he ſoon. 
recovered of it, and lived till the eightieth year of 
his Age. Beſides, I am informed, that there never 
was any appearance of the like Diſtemper in any 
one Perſon of all that numerous Family : Nor did 
-any of his Relations eyer come toan untimely end, 
as has been, tally reported. For 
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\ - For the Melancholy that, was obferved in our 
Friend, I think none, that knew him, ever 
chought it Diſtraction, or any thing tending 
that way ; but a thoughtfulneſs ſometimes, that 
proceeded from the Intricacy and Multiplicity 
of Buſineſs. I believe the weightieſt buſineſs 
' that ever he had, was that which made him fa 
ſome Days before his Death, I am told I ſhall 
be knock'd in the Head. He ſaid thisin my hear- 
ing, without any great viſible Concern. He 
continued the {ame he ever was, in his dail 
Converſation ; Serious in Bufinefs, but Chear- 
ful and Pleaſant at other times. T hus he uſed to 
 bealway. He was fo the laſt day of-his living 
life; that is, till the hour that we loſt him. And 
how he was afterwards, I ſuppoſe they beſt 
know, that were the Authors of rheſe Rumors. 
That's one way to try men, I think, by their 
Adcions and Practiles. 


A Sccond way to find out the Authors of any 


Fadct,. is to conſider who they were that were 
concerned fo have it done. It was Caſſens's word, 
Cai bono © For whoſe Intereſt was 1t'? Now 
conſider for whole Intereſt it was to kill this 
Perſon. SES 12 7 | 

-. They muſt be ſome that were not ſafe while 
he lived ; or ſome that might be the better for 
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his Death ; And that in ſome confiderable mea. 
ſure, ſuch as would requite all the danger they 
were to incur by it.. 

Tf you know of any that could not think 
i any” capl late while he Jived, you have great 
reaſon tobelheve you know the Authors of . his 
Death. I have not fo far been Privy to his do- 
tngs, as thar I could be able to, Enter into-this 
Secret. 

Much leſs to know of any Perſonal Malice a- 
gainſt him.He that was-ſo tender hearted, even to 
thoſe whom he puniſhed, could not provoke any 
one to-this height of Revenge. - 

Much: leſs were-they Robbers, 'or any ſuch 
Poor Rogues, that kl men for what they have. 
Theſe did their work Gratis. They left him all 
his Money. They took nothing but his Band, 
except Papers. _ 

Tis therefore very credible, that the Authors 
had ſome other Intereſt that moved them to it. 
And that ſeems rather .to-haye been, againſt the 
' Government. and the Laws.: They,;knew how 
firm he was in his Duty to both ; and perhaps 
they had tried it in ſomething. elſe; than we 
know of. If fo, they could not but think. it 
worth their while to ſend him out ofthe, World. 
One that durſt do his duty, when: he knew; 

whom, 
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whom, and what, he ſhould provoke by it; One 
that would give ſo i]l an Example to other Ma- 
oiſtrates, which it followed, might be the Ruin 
of their Cauſe ; What could they think of ſuch 
a man? We cannot ſcare him, We cannot 
bribe him, but we can kill him. 1 hey could not 
have thought of a more Compendious way than 
this 

Eſpecially, if the killing of him would diſ- 
hearten others, and fo be a means to weaken 
Authority and I aws. Such men cannot bur 
know, that Publick-Spirited men are nor ſo ma- 
ny ; and they that are, are but Men; They may 
be. daunted, they may be diſcouraged. And 
what can ds; that, more, than the Terror of 
ſuch an Example : y 

I doubt not, they that did this, would ra- 
ther have done i it Publickly for that reaſon. As 
we hang up Thieves, for Example fo others ; 
ſo to hang up Juſtices for doing their Duty ; Oh 
that would be a pleaſant thing indeed ! 

No, Gentlemen, we are 'not come to that 

et. God knows, what we may « come to for 

our Sins, and by your Means. But it will be the 
longer firſt, if the Laws can find You out. And 


towards that, we have Tome gueſsat you by this 


Token; They that are againſt the 'Eftabliſhed 
E 2 Laws, 
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[ aws, it was their Intereſt to do this, * That is 
the Secord thing. 

' The Third Token is, by their Principles. And 
fo, whoſoever did this, they ſhould be either 
fach as hold nothing Unlawful, or at leaſt ſuch 
as hold it. L awful to do fuch things. | 

For the Firſt, that is, Men of Atheiſtical 
Principles 3 they follow only their Luſt , or 
their Intereſt ; Which will fcarce unite any 
number of men to carry on fuch a formed de- 
fn as this was. Ort it had, they would fcarce 
have held together ſo:Jong, they would have 
unpeached one another, and {o-ſaved us the La- 
bour of Diſcovering them by this Token. 
E do.not therefore charge it upon them that hold 
nothing Unlawful. + 

But how ſhall we excale them, that hold it 
Lawful todo ſuch things ? If there are ſuch 
Men in the World, -andif the other Tokens a- 
gree to them, they ſurely are the likelieſt that 
can be thought of for this Matter. | 

But ſuch a fort of men-there ts, ' even here in 
England , we have them among us. Tcould: 
pot bue think- of them when I named the other 
Tokens, and fo: muſt any one that hath been: 
converſant in their Books. | 

We need. not put them-upon the Rack, to 


make 
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make them Confels. They offer themſelves, 
they tell us ſuch things which we ſcarce dare 
tell yon again. 'Tis ſcarce credible, how open-- 
ly, and how groſly, they teach men thele things 
They are the Feſuits T ſpeak of. And whoſoe-. 
ver reads their Books cannot but know I do not 
wrong them in what I ay. 

I ſay, Firft, They teach men to: raiſe ſuch- 
Reports as we heard of this Perſon. 

And Secondly, 'Tis their Intereſt to diſcou- 
rage the Execution of the Law, | 

And Thirdly, They hold it Lawful to kill 
Men that would prejudice them: or their Reli« 

10N. | 

If T prove theſe Three-things, we have all the 
Tokens together, which TI think are not to be 
foundſo in any other Perſons or Society. Let: 
them clear themſelves as they can of the Fact. 
F will prove the Tokens. And Firft for their 
teaching of Calumny. b | 

In plain Terms, to ſlander another man in ,,7*n%is. 


lib.g,cap. 2. 


Defence of ones-own Right or Honor, and ef- Sc#.2. n. 4. 
doubts whe-» 


pecially one of the Fathers to do it in Defence of ther it bea-- 
the Society ; ſome hold 'it plainly Lawtul. Some ned 
fay, it is a:Venial Sin. For the Proofs you may aro 1645: 
find them together in the Fifteenth of the Pro--avenialsin 
2:i1cial Letters. If fo, what ſhoul hinder tliel(e 
E 3- MEN: 
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Tho4 1, 


[ Amic: 8, in 

Cuts. Theol. 
Toms dP. 
| 36, Sect, 7» 


men from r.if ng all-thoſc Reports of this Per. 


{on ? Since it was in Defence of themſelves, and 


of their Sect, 1t they : killed him. 

. Fecondly, That it was their Intereſt to Kill 
him, 'tis manifeſt; it they have any detign againſt 
the GCovermmint: And it either his [fe would 
have hindred or diſcovered them in it, or if his 
Death would diſcourage others from being Ac- 
tive in their Place. But that 1t 1s the Intereſt of 
their Scct, and of their Church, to ſubvert the 
Government 3 and that they for their Parts de- 
ſign 1t now at this Preſent; Ithink this 15 lo pal- 
pable, that T ſhould but loſe time 1n proving it. 

1 hirdly, That they hold it Lawtful to kill in 
ſuch caſes. For this, 'tis as plainly delivered in 
their Writings, as any Article of Faith is in the 
Creed. 

They fay Firſt in General, To kill another, 
1s Murther indeed, it you do it for Revenge; or 
any ſuch Siniſter End. And therefore you muſt 
be careful to direct your Intention aright. And 
ſo by directing the Intention, though you do the 


lame AQ, it is not Murther. 


For Example (faith Amicizs, one of their Pro- 
fc{ſors)if one threatens to publiſh grievous crimes 
of my Sclt or of my Order; When I have no o- 
ther way to-eſcape this, I may lawfully kill him. 
And 
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_ And (ſaith he) 'tis plain that I have no other 

. way, if he'be ready to charge me or my Order 
Publickly, Coram gravifſe mis vitis, before men. 

in Authority. 


Saith Tannernus in like 1 manner: One may kill 4,7... 


him, if it be 1n Detence of his own Goods, or of $7; 00 
the Goods of. his Society. 3.dilp. 4.9. 
Saith Leſſzzs, If one endeavours to take away refins 4: 


S.N. 8 
my lite, by revealing a ſecret crime; I may Kill raph hens: 


him- Nay,if he endeavours to take awa y but my 09,55: 


good name, by revealing a ſecret crime, I may »mco.xc, 


kill him ſaithLeſſizes,and the ſame ſaith F:llzucirs. Mor ark 


Now who that knows what Informations our - Tratrg 


Friend had againſt them, car doubt bur they ; pinoy 


'S dee 


+ trakat faltis 


m ight lawfully killhim.by theſe Doctrines ? i ew 


I name but one for each. Wholoever would nibus apud 
viros hogos 


ſee more, may find them collected in the ſeventh ryoe.-yone 


and the thirteenth of. the Provincial Letters. <<", 


Though if we had but one Author for cach of* —_—_— : 
damnum a= - 

theſe Doftrines; that's enough to make a proba vertinoa 

ble Do&rine, as they tell-us. And then, if it is* 7%, 4 

probable, we may praCtiſe it (ſafely without (in. je Jut. 
I know.what any Jeſuit would an{wer to this: %b.r: ;Selh. 

They would lay that theſt Doctrines,. are ſome * 

of them delivered” as being. only. hr goa vi 

true; that 1s, they are true 'n their. own. Nature :.- 

But they are not: Pradice ſequende, that is; in re- 


ſ; pect: 


we: OREN WIC PTE Woe 7 WIE 3: 
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ſpe& of the Confequences,they are not to be re- 
- 1h to Practice. And why ſo? It they are ſpe- 
Fillixe. 1b. culatively true, why then are they not to be pra- 
hain Rep, Ctiſed ? They themſelves tell you why, They 
kquer- \yould cauſe diforders in the Commonwealth. 
Leſim ds Teſſins hath a better Reaſon, for one of them, 
liba- <3. He ſaith, one ought not to praftiſe it, becauſe if 
-ob.252. one doth, he may be hang'd for it. The mean 
inRep. bene while,if one can do it fofecretly,as not to diſturb 
ut homicida the Commonwealth, (and then to be ſure he 
PERcCur- (hall not hang for it.) in that: caſe it is Praice 
ſequenda, *'Tis tobe pratiſed according to their 
Doctrine. Or if not, while it is ſpeculatively 
rrue, that the thing it ſelf is no ſin ; Who that 
knows this, and hath a mind to kill another,and 
ſees his Occaſion, will make any Scruple of the 
Prathice? . ' 

Yes, (they will tell you) che Pope hath for- 
bidden it, in' that Decree of. the Year 1665. 
which is fet down in the end of the laſt Rowan 
Tndex | To their ſhame be it ſatd, Theſe Do- 
Qrines are forbidden indeed ; But-not as being 
Untrue, not as Contrary to God's word, or ha- 
ving any Immorality in them : How then ? He 
faack, they are ad minimum ſcandaloſe, At leaſt 

chey are apt to give Offence,(no doubt they are, 
if we Hereticks come to know them: )And there- 
JEEP fore 
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fore he charges them upon their Obedience to 


himſelf, thar they muſt not Praiſe theſe Do- 


Arines. 


© 


made them afrat to Practiſe them, even in his 


own Szrvice. He would take heed of that, not 


to ſpoil that which may be a Uſctul DoGtrine. 


But he forbade it, forſooth, upon Obedience to 


himſelf, which is fuch a Reſtraint as the Pope 


may take off when he pleaſeth. 


And how can we tecl!, when he doth, or doth 


not, that which is 1n his Power ſecretly to do or 
not to do? We have only this meaſure by which 


to judg: He will do whatloever he fees belt for the. 


Catholick Cauſe. If he fees it beſt for the Cauſe, 


we ſhall live. If not, you ſee it 1s no fin to kill 


us; even the Pope being Judge. So - that now 
we hold our Lives at his Courteſle. 


' But thanks be to God, that gives us better "_ 
curity than that; gives us Government and Laws; 


to proted& us; Or elſe, no man here knows how 


{oon he might belaid as our Friend is before us., 


And we thank yu, Reverend Fathers of the 


Society, if you were the men thar killed him, as: 
ou are the likelieſt if we may beljeve yourſelves; 
We thank you, that you did not begin with the: 


Go« 


Ls 


Had he fatd upon .cheir | kad to | God, | 
that had been a dangerous word. It would hs 
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Government firſt. That you killed hizz, not the 
King. There had been a Blow indeed. We 
thank you for not beginning with That. Though 
we have the leſs cauſe, if your Plot was againſt 
the King, and you -only took this man away, 
that you might the better cover it. We thank 
you at leaſt, chough we pay too dear for it, that 
you have made the People know y our Religion; 
that you have Alarm'd the State with your 
PraQti(es; We may live the longer for that, to 
thank you for it. 

' But then we muſt remember, we ow this to 
God, not to you. He it is that hath croſſed your 
Deſign. ft is he that hath taken away your Co- 
vering, and ſpread reproach on your faces in the 
ſtead. We fee what you would be at; if not by 
this, by ſome thing elſe. | 

And if we ſaw it by nothing elſe, we know 
it ſufficiently m your Writings. When your Do- 
crines are fo plain, we have no Reaſon to doubt 
of your PraCtifes. God ſtill deliver us from your 
Bloody hands. God keep England from your | 
Bloody Religion. | 
This being at preſent as far as we can goin 

the Diſcovery; all that remains is, to return,and 
to-con{tder our lofs, and to Jamentover-it. Te: was 
the Conſequence 'of Aber's Death: The King 
nm | La- 
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Lamented over Abner, and the People wept over 
him agam. 
King David mourned for Abner. That was 
a]l that he could do. Our King hath done 
more. He hath not only lamented , but pro- 
claimed his {enſe of it, to the whole Nation. He 
hath done it, once, and again, with all poſſible 
Demonſtrations of his Care,and of hi- Concern- 
ednels, for the Diſcovery,and for the Puniſhment 
of rhis wickednels. 
; \Where the King hath begun to us, we ought 
to follow him, as Iſrael did David. We have 
wept already, we are here to weep over him a- 
g-#r. And becauſe I would not keep-you long in 
pain, noriſtir you up to fruitleſs Tears, I will en- 
deavour to ſhew you how it may be a uſeful 
Lani -ntation. 
| + There is no fruit to. Godward, but is to be 
brought forth with Patience. And therefore firſt. 
I muſt caution you to that, in this and all other 
- Trials. If this Horrible Fat were committed by 
thoſe hands, (which of all other we have reaſon 
by all Tokens to ſu{peCt) yet have Patience, and 
deal not violently even wich them. What by Law 
may be done, I would not preclude, I pray for 
it. But otherwiſe, *tis Murther in you to kill a 
Jeſuit, that thinks it none in ſuch Cales as _ 
F 2 1 
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kill You. God be thanked,you are no Diſciples 


_ of theirs, but of him whoſe ſacred name they a- 


buſe; that Holy Feſws; He hath taught us other 
Rules,he hath ſhewed us other Practiſes. Lowe your 
Enemies, Bleſs them that curſe you, Pray for them 
that deſpightfully uſe you and perſecute jon. Theſe 
R ules, and the hke, are the Soul of the Chriſtian 
Religion. *Tis that which ſoftens the Heart, and 
makes it gentle, and tender, and pitiful. And fo 
conforms us to the Image of Chriſt, Who being re- 
wiled, reviled not again'; When he ſuffered, he 
threatned not ; but committed himfelf to. him that 
judgeth Righteouſly. | 
Indeed, when I conſtder the temper that is 
required of all Chriſttans; T cannot but bleſs: God 
for what I find in the Proteſtant Religion. Fcan- 
not but reflec on the incredible Patience that 
was | found in you 'at the Fire of : Londor. 
Though ſo many believed; andfew very, much 
doubted whence it came'; that: it was from the 
fame hands which we juſtly ſuſpect for- this 
Wickedneſs; yet there was no-Fumultroſe up- 
on it; no. Violence done that extended: ro the 
Life of any Perſon. wt 
You then bore patiently that great-loſs both 
of your Houſes and of your Goods. And now it 
cometh to your Perſohs and Lives, ftil] your Pa« 
| ticnce 
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tience continues. Is not this a fair proof of your 
Religion? I bleſs God for it; and pray for the 


like in other things ; Though this one is a great 


Teſtimony to us, even our Adverſaries them- 


ſelves being Judges, if they would but conſider 


1c. | 

Had either of thefe things been done or hap«. 
pened in any Popt[h Counttey ; had the Prote- 
ſtants been ſuſpefted to have had any the leaſt 
Finger in them ; there had not been one of them 
{utfered to.-live m that Countrey. Alas! with-. 
out that, What have thoſe poor men ſuffered ?. 
W hat have they not {uffered; who have had 
their Lot in Popiſh Countries ? In France a 
handred thouſand: Maflacred in a few dates: 
How many more thouſands in Ireland in ous 
Memory, ? not to-ſpeak. of. the like Shughters, 
iniP:iedmont, and ellewhere. 


Where can-they ſhew the like in Countries 
of our Religion? They might have found it now: 
here, if.we had been like them. But bletied be - 
God, we are not fo, and I: hope ſhall.never - 


be - | 


I beſeech you to continue: the fame Patience - 
fill ; not loſe it for any; even the higheſt Pro- - 
vocation. Commit, yout- wrongs to him that - 
udgeth righteouſly ; and under him to the Mz+- 

: 2 | ſtcates,. 
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King bath already ſhewed his care in this Mat- 
ter.Follow it with yours, in Jawful wates. And if 
neither of theſe will do, leave the Matter to 
God. When he makes Inquiſition for Bloud, he 
will remember them. Weſhall fee it in his tim, 
which is beſt; And that by ſuch Tokens, that 
all men that ſee it ſhall ſay, Verily there is a God © 
that judgeth in the Earth. 

Next, Since we ought to Imitate thoſe whom 
we praiſe ; let ns follow our Friend , in thoſe 
things which were praiſe worthy in him. I might 


. enla-ge this in ſundry Particulars, for he had not 


- Guilty. This Duty is nay Yours, eyery one in 


a few Exemplary Virtues. But I muſt not en- 
large beyond thoſe that are of preſent Confide- 
ration.” . T: | 

L et us firſt endeavour to right him in the In- 
juries that he has ſuffered, and then not ſhrink 
trom our Duties for fear of ſufferins the like 
our ſelves. Lo} 

. For the Firſt, He was ready to do all right 
to others, eſpecially if they had been {o handled 
as he was. If any other, If his Murtherers them- 
{elves, hzd been uſed thus, he had been the man 
to-have righted them ; by all lawful means to 
clear the Janocent, to diſco%er and to puniſh the 


his 
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his Place, to do all that poſlibly he can, to right 
his Memory, to diſcover his Murtherers, and to 
bring them to. due Puniſhment. 

I need not much exhort You to this ; and 
therefore next,for that which may be more need- 
ful ; I beſeech you to follow him in this, not to 
ſhrink ſo far from your Duty as to fear them, He 
feared: them not for Your ſakes. 

'Tis true, he ſuffered for it, he loſt his life- 
But let the Devil get nothing more by that. He 
| hopes, and it ſeems to have been his deſign, 
to deter You from Your Duties, for fear if you 
be too forward, he may ſtir up others to ſerve 
You in like manner. | 

Well, but that will not certainly follow. 
They will not alwates find men unprovid- 
ed, nor alwaies ready to be drawn into 
Traps. Ybdu fee they: have awakened the 
Government, I hope this will allo awaken 
You. Oh hw happy ſhould we be, (though 
we paid: ſo dear for it, ) if we could 
gain this by what we have loſt ; It all would 
be ſo vigilant, fo relolved , (hae they might 
not know. which to ke next ; If for one 
Sir Ednmnd Godfrey, whom they have taken 
away, . we might ſee twenty,. yea a hundred 
ſuch Juiti ces 1n this Ely. 

| * And 
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And why not ? The Encliſh \ :piric is Ge- 
rerous and Bold, as well as it is Compal- 
fionate and Gentle. They may be perſwa- 
ded or miſled, but they are not to be 
frighted, or threatned ; not eaſily into their 
urls, 1hope, much leſs out of them, Thar, 
I truſt, -will never be. 

Eipecially, if we remember the -ood Pro- 
vidence of God, which is the third thing, 
If we look up to him, thar hath ſecured us 


againſt ſo great and ſo many Dangers. Hz 


that delivered me fron the Bear, and the Li- 


on, ((aith David) be will deliver me from ike 
hand of this Philiſtin. 
We may argue likewiſe ; He that ſaved us 


m Eighty Eight, he that {ſaved us from the Gu- 
powder Ph, he will deliver us from this carſ- 


ed Conſpiracy. He will give us this fruic of 
our Loſs, and of all their Machinations againſt 
Us. 

Who knows, but, in the REY it may 
prove a fatal blow to themſelves ? This, to- 
gether with other things, which are now un- 
der Conſideration, may occaſion a fair rid- 
dance of all that Fattion out of England. Tt 
may-ſo. happen to them, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told it would to the Fews, when they. per- 
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"Feured -c>he Chriſtians at 'Theſſalonica ," That. 
they wauld but f:H yp the meaſure of their Saxs, 
hat. LE rath might come alpon they: to ke 6 utter- 


Ty pray rather for choir Chance 10n. "Bw 
whether that will ever be : Whether the 
one, or the other, we muſt leave that to 
God: ; 

And Laſtly, Look to our Selves, that al 
our ways be pleaſing in his Gohr. It fo, 
he is able to ſecure us againſt all others : 
But otherwiſe there is nothing can ſecure us 


ITheſ,2.16. 


againſt Him. Except he keep the City , thePfal.r2. 5 


Watchman wakes but in vain. But if he be 
on our ſide, we need not _ what man can do 
unto 15. 

Therefore dikes we to him, with all our 
Hearts, and Souls. Hold faſt that which he 
hath committed to our Charge, the Golpel of 
Chriſt. When God ſees Truth on our Side, 
nothing can make Him . againſt us , but 
$In. 

Therefore Watch alſo clad Sin , Shew 
the Truth of your Faith by your Works, 
Adorn your Holy Profeflion with a Holy 
Lite. So living, Death can be no Surprize 
to us, even ſuch a Death, or worſe, it worſe 
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" Cati be, Let them kill our Bodies, abuſe them: 7 
mangle them, as this is, or worſe; Let them 
- bura them; and throw our Aſhes whither 

they pleaſe ; We loſe nothing by it. At laft, .. 
all ſhall meet againin a happy and bleſſed Re- 


ſurretion. 


